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Philosophy 449: Murdoch’s Ethics
(Iris Murdoch, 1919-1999)
‘Man is a creature who makes pictures of himself, and then comes to resemble the picture.’
—“Metaphysics and Ethics” (1956)

Fall 2020

Prof. Clarke
Office: LA 148
Office hours: TBA
Email: bclarke@mso.umt.edu
Office phone: (406) 243-5316
Course time & Location: Tu/Th 2-3:20p, Tennis Courts or Zoom

Primary Texts

Hepburn and Murdoch, “Vision and Choice in Morality” (1956)
Murdoch, The Sovereignty of Good, 2nd edition, Routledge 2001 [1970]
Simone Weil, “Reflections on the Right Use of School Studies with a View to the Love of God” (1942)
Please get a hard copy of The Sovereignty of Good in the edition indicated, which is widely
available. I’ll provide you with everything else we’ll be reading. I’ll post a copy of the syllabus and
other materials on our Moodle page.

Requirements and Evaluation

Attendance and Participation: 20%
Journal: 25% (See “Journal Instructions” below)
2 Papers: 30% (10%, 20%)
Take-Home Final: 25%

This is a collaborative seminar. Your presence and preparation are essential to the enterprise.
Everyone gets two absences (no excuse needed). After that your final grade goes down by one
interval with each additional absence. You must be present on recital days.

I don’t normally accept late work. Please talk to me as soon as possible if you think you’ll have
trouble meeting a deadline or if something comes up that threatens to interfere with your work for
the course.

Plagiarism

Plagiarism is a form of theft, the theft of someone else’s thoughts or words. It is strictly prohibited
by the University of Montana Student Conduct Code. Examples of plagiarism range from the blatant,
e.g., handing in work that you did not do (perhaps you bought a paper from the internet or simply
borrowed a paper from another student) to the more subtle, e.g., using material—perhaps no more
than one idea, or a sentence—from an outside source, such as a book, a website, a published or
unpublished paper—without documenting that source. Let me know if you ever have questions
about whether something constitutes plagiarism.

It is also a violation of the Student Conduct Code to hand in work that you already submitted for a
previous course. You will at a minimum receive an “F” on any work that plagiarizes or was
previously submitted.

Disability Accommodations

The University of Montana assures equal access to instruction through collaboration between students with
disabilities, instructors, and Disability Services for Students (DSS). If you think you may have a disability
adversely affecting your academic performance, and you have not already registered with DSS, please
contact them in Lommasson Center 154 or call (406) 243-2243. I will work with you and Disability Services
to provide an appropriate modification.

Course Schedule
Week 1 (August 20)
Th- Greetings

Week 2 (August 25 and 27)
Tu-David Solomon, “Early Virtue Ethics” (2018)
Th-Broackes, Intro to Iris Murdoch, Philosopher (2012), pp. 1-21

Week 3 (Sept. 1 and 3)
Tu-Hepburn, “Vision and Choice,” (1956) §§I, III, IV
Th-Paper #1 recital.

Week 4 (Sept. 8 and 10)
Tu-Murdoch, “Vision and Choice,” 32-43 “…taking it seriously”
Th- Continued, 43-51 “…dealing with them”
Week 5 (Sept. 15 and 17)
Tu-Murdoch, “Vision and Choice,” 51-58
Th-Coates, “The Confederate Cause” (2015)

Week 6 (Sept. 22 and 24)
Tu-Wilkerson, “America’s Caste System” from “An Old House” through “The R Word” (2020)
Th-Finish Wilkerson and read Hill, “Governor’s Mansion Hands” (2020)

Week 7 (Sept. 29 and Oct. 1)
Tu-Paper #2 draft recital. Alphas
Th-Paper #2 draft recital. Omegas

Paper #2 final version and journals due Sunday midnight (hard copy or email). This is a hard
deadline. Please get these things to me before Sunday if you can.

Week 8 (Oct. 6 and 8)
Tu- Individual Meeting. Alphas.
Th- Individual Meeting. Omegas.

Week 9 (Oct. 13 and 15)
Tu- Weil, “Reflections on the Right Use of School Studies”

Th- No Class

Week 10 (Oct. 20 and 22)
Tu-“The Idea of Perfection,” The Sovereignty of Good, 1-23 (“…genetic one”)
Th-“The Idea of Perfection,” 23-44

Week 11 (Oct. 27 and 29)
Tu-Murdoch, “On ‘God’ and ‘Good,’” The Sovereignty of Good, 45-65 (“…is love”)
Th-Murdoch, “On ‘God’ and ‘Good,’” 65-74

Week 12 (Nov. 3 and 5)
Tu-Murdoch, “The Sovereignty of Good over Other Concepts,” The Sovereignty of Good, 75-89
Th-Continued, 89-101. Take-Home Final Exam Questions Handed Out

Week 13 (Nov. 10 and 12)
Tu-Chappell, “Love and Knowledge in Murdoch”
Th-Chappell, “Love and Knowledge in Murdoch”

Week 14 (Nov. 17)
Tu-TBA (Tentatively: Clarke, “The idea of a Just and Loving Gaze”)

Submit Exam and Journals by midnight Friday, Nov. 20 (hard copy or e-mail)

Journal Instructions

Please do a journal entry for each assigned reading. I may ask you to share your entry with the
class. Every journal entry should have the following.
I.

Header: the week number, the date, and the exact reading

Example:

Week #4 – September 8
Murdoch, “Vision and Choice,” 32-43
II.

Please don’t forget to provide this information, comrade.
Report/Summary

Give your best (clearest, most accurate) summary of what took place in the reading in
question. What was discussed or defended? What conclusions, if any, were drawn? What
examples or considerations figured prominently and to what end (what were they
supposed to do)?

Write the summary so that if you needed to remember what happened in this stretch of text
twenty years from now, it’d supply you with a pretty good snapshot. BE SPECIFIC. Give page
numbers.
I expect most summaries will need to be a substantial paragraph.

III.

Responses

1. Note questions you have about this reading, things you’d like to better understand. Take
time to formulate these things clearly. BE SPECIFIC. Give page numbers. The length of this
section is going to vary. It’s better to spell out two questions clearly than to gesture at five of
them.
2. Note one or two things in this particular reading that elicited a strong response in you. Use
numbers or letters to separate the things. Write a few sentences for each one, describing the
response and making clear what it is a response to. BE SPECIFIC. Give page numbers.

3. Anything else you’d like to note about the reading. This section is to be used as needed.

